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THE MORE MEN WEIGH - Stu,ﬁa
By STEVE TILLEY

There's no better weapon against despair than humour,
and perhaps no situation that cries out for humour more
than the sudden implosion of a relationship. If you can't
laugh, you're just gonna ery.

L.A.-based writer/actress Tori King has done her tour of
duty through the delta of despair after the meltdown of her
two-year marriage to her rock-band bassist hushand, Now,
she's picked herself up, dusted herself off and turned her
experience into this heartfelt, funny-sad (but more funny
than sad) one-woman memaoir.

Tori's story sort of creeps up on you, as she morphs from
an actress on the stage doing an animated monologue to a
friend telling you the most mesmerizing and human story
you've ever heard, full of laughter and heartbreak and,
ultimately, triumﬂh. 0Oh. and stink ants. The stink ant is an
important metaphor here,

The story begins and ends in the apartment of her
estranged husband. Scott, on the eve of an attempt at
reconciliation. Tori has shown up a day early with the
intent of sneaking into the place and bugging the phone,
gﬂaaibh’ catching her ex in the act of further infidelity.

ot see, if he's still cheating on her, the peril-fraught
decision to attempt to get back together will be out of her
hands. And maybe, deep down, she wants it that way.

In between, Tori takes us on a journey through her
childhood, her early womanhood, the first meeting with
her future husband and the eventual discovery of his
affair. She switches deftly between characters, bringing
her mother, her lisping husband and the other woman to
life instantly and memorably.

The title 1= a mis-hearing of “the Mormon way,' " which
Tori’s mom interprets as “the more men wei I';lgurmg
the bigger the man, the bigger the liar. But w ile
humour is woman-friendly, this isn't an hour-long man-
bashing session. It's a newfound pal making the gutsy leap
of letting all her foibles and foul-ups hang out, so that we
might learn something from it. Or, at the very least, be
engaged and entertained

King's bittersweet learning rating du

experience and the honesty with which
she shares it leaves us feeling sorry for i : ’P -E
only one person: her ex-husband. Dude, -

you were a fool to let this one go.
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[t faith flies away,
neuroses stream in

lori King’s look
at m:;riLE infidelity
even has a ‘stink ant’

More Man Weigh
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* This soulful, litthe monologue
by Los Angeles playwright /ac.
e T King takes you crawling
uml:huhnu'm.-du?smlor
hearthreak.

Remaskably, it all ourns out to

be a wryly amusing, emotional-
by  journey, leading o
ane inmpahle mndu:lnn

somewhers out there in the

wilds of Artzona, there's a phi-
landering, skinmy rock guitarist
who made a big, big mistake in

s life.

King isn't the first Fringe per-
former to spin & riff off e ous-
plciows wile routine bt it's
d?:r,r.arhrm that she speaks
froam bitter experience. This
play opens with her recounting
the night she souck ino her es-

vanged hasbands
iuasad!}ruudmm
place a tap an his elephone
Two years after she him
&l ammind with some wa-
e hand groupee, Tori is trying
to give due consideration to his
mﬁ%mm
out the window, you
aﬁxﬁ of neunses come
m’eanunglmmlﬁmi
This i 2 hrave, battersweet
a rueful porrait
of a young worman who comes
to realize that she's becaming
jmtmmﬁ;:ﬂmj.ﬁwm'
meen a5 wias ber poos, unhappy
mother. (It was mom who ad-
wvised her that the more & man
weighs, the bigger the liar )
It's 8 one-woman show, bux

ex and, not entirely modental-
Iy, & warld-weary stink ant.
She’s a fresh new mlent flong
Fringe row, well worth the ac-
quaintance.

Richard Helm
Fiinge Fed

Coneert and, of course, Phan-
o 209, 15 worth the modest
price of dmission alone.,
Meufeld as fiddler Sleepy Side
Rivers, Chris Smith as gui
tarist/steel plaper Jimumy Doy
and local drmmer
Spu Mitchell as Pig Roberrs i
bt and up to the eask.
~ Brown is a perfect Red, with
just the right touch of har-band
eyideism and stage courtliness,
with an accent that actually
sounds belevable.,

Even if soeme of Red's Inter-
stile material was penned
soime years after 1950, touches

meents to the mikes, not to men-
tic thee threst of vintage feed-
back that continued through
thee show

The bridge dialogue betwesn
mmnes could stand some work,
bur there ane some unassailable
miaments too: “The cheese s
slipped off Red's cracker”
deadpans JW. at one point.
Onoe again, the long coattails
of Jr. Gone Wild and director
Wes Borg continue to entertain
the home toem — and amyone
else in meed of a solid hour of
entertainment.,

Alan Fellogg
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What's good for the multing-

tional corporations of the world
entials eanttal i Gond  ricke?
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Toe Jamm has lots of happy feet,  Talested T.) Davee in Labrador,
poists of view, cleardybutstri-©— ables of Hife: i the shoy
dently expressed. Pardy i‘sbe-  blue, Laugh the sensory
cause the parformances end o capabilities of candnes, et al.
the shrill. § r, I think, it"s be- Thieny we monse into the tour,
i Fha mlaw laen's fanmd i S I Y R - T

TR FHETE

guile-ridden Pal, and Pameta
Raven needed to speak ug
rmsore: as the wife Liza but they
made a convincing, loving cou
ple whio ke a deal
thit tihve state fair will be the de-
permining factor in what hap-
pens o the chickens.

All this is relaged as Lewis
Frete, Ingrid Thornion and
Patrick Stauch play a lively
blend of original bluegrass and
rock 'n’ roll (Sproule joins in on
guitar occasionally, and Stauch
takes on some pretty funmy
barcllike qualities of his own in
the end). The music does much
0 fTa
hamier
one in the movie Chicken Rin,
and by the end the waordd un-
folds as it should.

Roger Levesoua
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The More Men Weigh

The More Men Weigh (stage 6) Tori
King battles deception, infidelity, mother
issues and continuing cycles. King wrote
and performed this monologue about a
cheating but repentant rock-star husband
and her drive to catch him in the act. This
piece is well-done, funny and, despite the
unusual situations the character gets herself
into, rings true. King is buoyant and full of a
gleeful mischief, but she can turn on a dime
and the true loneliness and pain of her char-

acters’ situation hits hard. A neurotic, fun
journey. W Wr—Kkw
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